
 

 Vocabulary in Design Technology       

  

  Term 1  Term 2  Term 3  Term 4  Term 5  Term 6  

Nursery  Names of foods.   
Healthy, unhealthy.  

Names of equipment.  
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
hot, lumpy, soft, hard,  

Names of materials e.g. 
paper, card.  

Names of tools e.g. 
scissors, stapler.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy,   

Names of foods.   
Healthy, unhealthy.  

Names of equipment.  
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
hot, lumpy, soft, hard,  

Names of materials e.g. 
paper, card.  

Names of tools e.g. 
scissors, stapler.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy,   

Names of foods.   
Healthy, unhealthy.  

Names of equipment.  
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
hot, lumpy, soft, hard,  

Names of materials e.g. 
paper, card.  

Names of tools e.g. 
scissors, stapler.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy,   

Reception  Names of foods.   
Healthy, unhealthy.  

Names of equipment.  
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
hot, lumpy, soft, hard, 

runny, thick  

Names of materials e.g. 
paper, card.  

Names of tools e.g. 
scissors, stapler.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy,  

Join, stick, fix, create, make, 
attach, plan.  

Names of foods.   
Healthy, unhealthy.  

Names of equipment.  
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
hot, lumpy, soft, hard, 

runny, thick  

Names of materials e.g. 
paper, card.  

Names of tools e.g. 
scissors, stapler.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy,  

Join, stick, fix, create, make, 
attach, plan.  

Names of foods.   
Healthy, unhealthy.  

Names of equipment.  
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
hot, lumpy, soft, hard, 

runny, thick  

Names of materials e.g. 
paper, card.  

Names of tools e.g. 
scissors, stapler.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
rough, smooth, bumpy,  

Join, stick, fix, create, make, 
attach, plan.  

Year 1  Names of Foods including 
their parts e.g. Flesh, skin, 

seed, pip, core.   
Names of equipment and 

utensils.   
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 

soft, hard, juicy, dry, 
crunchy, chewy, sticky 
sweet, smooth, sour, 

lumpy.  
Slice, peel, cut, squeeze, 
weight, mix, stir, sieve, 

grate.  
Healthy, diet, choose, 

ingredients, recipe, 
method.   

Investigate, plan, design, 
purpose, user, ideas, design 

criteria, product.  
  

Vehicle, wheel, axel, 
chassis, body, cab, 

assemble, cut, join, shape, 
finish, fixed, moving, 

mechanism. Names of tools. 
Names of materials and 

equipment used.  
  

Evaluate, strength.   
  

Names of Foods including 
their parts e.g. Flesh, skin, 

seed, pip, core.   
Names of equipment and 

utensils.   
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 

soft, hard, juicy, dry, 
crunchy, chewy, sticky 
sweet, smooth, sour, 

lumpy.  
Slice, peel, cut, squeeze, 
weight, mix, stir, sieve, 

grate.  
Healthy, diet, choose, 

ingredients, recipe, 
method.   

Investigate, plan, design, 
purpose, user, ideas, design 

criteria, product.  
  

Vehicle, wheel, axel, 
chassis, body, cab, 

assemble, cut, join, shape, 
finish, fixed, moving, 

mechanism. Names of tools. 
Names of materials and 

equipment used.  
  

Evaluate, strength.   
  

Names of Foods including 
their parts e.g. Flesh, skin, 

seed, pip, core.   
Names of equipment and 

utensils.   
Sensory vocabulary e.g. 

soft, hard, juicy, dry, 
crunchy, chewy, sticky 
sweet, smooth, sour, 

lumpy.  
Slice, peel, cut, squeeze, 
weight, mix, stir, sieve, 

grate.  
Healthy, diet, choose, 

ingredients, recipe, 
method.   

Investigate, plan, design, 
purpose, user, ideas, design 

criteria, product.  
  

Vehicle, wheel, axel, 
chassis, body, cab, 

assemble, cut, join, shape, 
finish, fixed, moving, 

mechanism. Names of tools. 
Names of materials and 

equipment used.  
  

Evaluate, strength.   
  

Year 2  Names of Foods including 
their parts e.g. Flesh, skin, 

seed, pip, core.   
Names of equipment and 

utensils.   

Investigate, plan, design, 
purpose, user, ideas, design 

criteria, product, function, 
template, mock-up, model.  

  

Names of Foods including 
their parts e.g. Flesh, skin, 

seed, pip, core.   
Names of equipment and 

utensils.   

Investigate, plan, design, 
purpose, user, ideas, design 

criteria, product, function, 
template, mock-up, model.  

  

Names of Foods including 
their parts e.g. Flesh, skin, 

seed, pip, core.   
Names of equipment and 

utensils.   

Investigate, plan, design, 
purpose, user, ideas, design 

criteria, product, function, 
template, mock-up, model.  

  



Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
soft, hard, juicy, dry, 

crunchy, chewy, sticky, 
sweet, smooth, sour, 

lumpy,  sharp, crisp, hard, 
bitter, salty, savoury.  

Slice, peel, cut, squeeze, 
weight, mix, stir, sieve, 

grate.  
Healthy, diet, choose, 

ingredients, recipe, method  

Vehicle, wheel, axel, 
chassis, body, cab, 

assemble, cut, join, shape, 
finish, fixed, moving, 

mechanism. Names of tools. 
Names of materials and 

equipment used.  
  

Evaluate, strengths, 
improvements, successful.  

  
Technical vocabulary based 

on design criteria e.g. 
waterproof, strong, stable, 

stiff.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
soft, hard, juicy, dry, 

crunchy, chewy, sticky, 
sweet, smooth, sour, 

lumpy,  sharp, crisp, hard, 
bitter, salty, savoury.  

Slice, peel, cut, squeeze, 
weight, mix, stir, sieve, 

grate.  
Healthy, diet, choose, 

ingredients, recipe, method  

Vehicle, wheel, axel, 
chassis, body, cab, 

assemble, cut, join, shape, 
finish, fixed, moving, 

mechanism. Names of tools. 
Names of materials and 

equipment used.  
  

Evaluate, strengths, 
improvements, successful.  

  
Technical vocabulary based 

on design criteria e.g. 
waterproof, strong, stable, 

stiff.  

Sensory vocabulary e.g. 
soft, hard, juicy, dry, 

crunchy, chewy, sticky, 
sweet, smooth, sour, 

lumpy,  sharp, crisp, hard, 
bitter, salty, savoury.  

Slice, peel, cut, squeeze, 
weight, mix, stir, sieve, 

grate.  
Healthy, diet, choose, 

ingredients, recipe, method  

Vehicle, wheel, axel, 
chassis, body, cab, 

assemble, cut, join, shape, 
finish, fixed, moving, 

mechanism. Names of tools. 
Names of materials and 

equipment used.  
  

Evaluate, strengths, 
improvements, successful.  

  
Technical vocabulary based 

on design criteria e.g. 
waterproof, strong, stable, 

stiff.  

 


